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| 21 September 1962

TO: Agsistant Chief of Staff, Intelligensc

Department of the Amy |
Attemtion: ISR '

SUBJECT: WACHI Takaji (0735/4249/7751/0059) (SD 10208)

|

3. Refereunce is made to. the request dated 1 August 1962,
subgec» as above, whose name you desired checked agaiunsi the
files of this office. he files contain the following infor- .
mation concerning an individual who is probably identifiable {
with tbe subject of the request.

b, According to-s revort dated 28 April 1961, received .
througb an , -the sourcs ann."’d that
he had been informed in 1959 by a personal friend, one WACHI
Takajli, formerly a Lieutenant Gereral ir the Jannnese ‘Army,
that OGATa Shunsaku (1442/1748/0193/0155), a suspected informa-
tion proker was in a position to help the Japanese Government
and the United States 2ilitary authorities in the Far East smash
a narcotics ring, sponsored by the Chinese Communists, which had
bases in Hong Kong and Macao, .

B. According to a report dated 13 January 1955, received
trom |a usually reliable source, ¥CHI Takaji, a former Lieuten-
ant General, was identified as a member of the Ajia Konwa Kai
(0068/4798/0068/2017/8114/2585) (Asian Affairs Discussion Society)
locatod in the Saiwai Building, Uchi Saiwal-cho, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo. This organization contained a number of former military
-and Qaval personnel and iudividuals with intelligence experience;
however, nothing was known at the time concerning the organiza-
tion's supporters or its intelligence activities. WACHI was des-
cribed as having bzd intelligence experience, and he ‘was consid—
ered 'a specialist on Chiaa.

ﬁé. Accordiug'to a report dated 7 March 1952, received from
a fairly reiiable source, ope Colonel WACHI Takaji (0735/2535/
.7751{0059) was involved with the DOIHARA Kikan Operations Unit
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é Shanghai circa June!/1938 to about April 1939 and he was
elegated the responsibility of bringing -the Kwangsi Army over
. to the Japanese side. The DOIHARA Operation was a morale oper-
ation aimed at. resoiving the Chinese war by the estahlishment -
“of a‘new central goverament ir China around one T'AFG Shao-i- '
~ who wao subsequently assassinated in September 1938 allegedly o _
by "agents.of CHIAVG ’ ) \ !

5.) Information contéined in a report dated 24 October
1952, received from a usually reliable source, content evalu~-
ation "possibly true” indicated that former Lieutenant General
WACHI Takaji was a member of the Japan—Chlna Collaborative So-

1

. ; 1
| C .c1ety which was basically a "rightist'" organization composed oi |
N

i

J

Taiwanese who were opposed. to CHIANG Kai-shek. WACHI was one

of several leading Japanese figures who belonged to the society.
Its xoeology was described as being anti-xuomintang, anti-United
btates, and somewhat favorabie to Communist China.

6. According to a report dated 5 December 1952, received i
from a usueslly reliable source, one WACHI Takaji (6735/2535/7751/ o
0059) attended 2 mesting on 20 October 1952, of the Patriotic !
Youth Volunteer Committee (Aikoku Seinen Yushi linkai). The Pa- :
trio}ic Youth Voluateer Committee was, at the writing of the }
report, anti-Communist and siressed ihe necessitly ifor rearmament. / '

/
/

7. According to a report dated 19 December 1952, received o
fron a usually reliable source, WACHI Takaji (0735/0966/7751/ | ‘
0059), was a backer of a '"rightist' society called Akebono-no-

‘Sha with headquarters at Tokyo-to, Chiyoda-ku, Kanda Jimbo-cho, :
1-16. This society of former army officers was founded in May , :
1952 with the objectives of opposing COmmunism, ‘promoting rearm~
ament, and security aid for disabled veterans: It had a capital

0fy800,000 apd published a monthly magazine, Akebono, in about

4, 000 copies. VWACHI was described as a former Lieutenant General

‘and 28 a graduate of the 26th class of the Japanese War College. : -f

3. Accord: g to a report dated 19 April 1951, received o .
trom & source whose reliability cannot be judged, content eval- o
uation "possibly true', WACHI Takaji was a Major General, Jap- !
anese Army, Infantry, at the time of his leadership of the RAN . : -
(Orchid) Kikan (1933-1942). He was later elevated to the rank o
of Lieutenant General and served.from 1942 onward primarily in ' .
milijtary commands. WACHI had served many years in China, was :
quitg fluent in the Chinese language, and claimed to be on good oo
, terms with many high-ranking Chungking figures in the Chinese ,
: - . Natibnalist regime. For these reasons, not by reason of any, . ' !
‘ 1nte111gence experience, he was ordered in 1938 to form the RAN . p
Kikan with the objective of secret political operations to sub-
vert the Chungking Government and simultaneously to procure mili-~
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tary information concerning Chungking. When WACHI had been 1.’

Kwangsi much earlier, he had formed a close association with LI

{ Tsung-jen and PAI Chung-hsl, leaders of the later "Kwangsi Clique",

| His prime operations were aimed at subversion and defection of

these individuals, which he claimed would be only a matter of

time. WACHI often boasted that their friendship and loyalty

. toward him was very great, and LI and PAI apparently played along

iwith him. Actually, the source indicated that the general con-

| sensus of opinion was that the two Chinese leaders, who had a

i very influential and almost autonomous position in South China,
really disliked WACHI intensely even though he did not realize
'4t. In any event, he never succeeded in defecting them. Source

I had the following $o =22y in regard to WACHI's ability:

|

; a. WACHI's RAN Kikan, in contrast to the UME .
Kikan, produced very few reports, and aithough WACHI ~

i wag not believed to have been dishonest, he was con-

| sidered in the Shaughai area to be completely unfit

| for intell.gence work. The RAN Kikan remained small

I throughout its rather non-productive history. Source B

I met WACHI occasionally during Source's Shanghai tour :

! of duty and was . (at the date of this report) on good

! terns with him. Source further added that k2 liked WACHI

| personally but did not think much of his abiiity. The )

: source first met WACHI in a professional capacity about |

: the end of 1939. Source had rounded up a number of

[ clandestine radio operators in the Shanghai area who bad

! been under suspicion for some time, jailed them, and pre-

i pared to iuterrogate them, Several days later, WACHI

! phoned him, even though Source's office was a stone's _

! throw away from WACHI's and indicated quite insecurely S

| on the teiephone that several of the jailed radio oper-

I ators belonged to the RAN Kikan. Source quickly visited

f WACHI and WACHI could not describe nor name the operators,

' ¥ACHl did not know which officer in his unit was running

i those radismen, so, with Source still present, he called
in all his unit officers to find out which officer was

] running what radio operators. Later, when WACHI moved

[ to the Hankow area, as he did several times, he set up a

! large sign at bis billet in Hankow reading "WACHI Butai

[ HQ"; and visitors entaring saw the eminent Mzjor General

! and vne enlisted clerk.  Most of WACHI's few subordinates

| were civilians, some of whom were reputed to be quite able.
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7. According to Source, as the above illustrates,
WACH] was a very insecure person for intelligence work, )
and he apparently had few clear ideas of exactly what he
Waw after. ile frequently became very enthusiastic about
@ Preject advarced by a subordinate, approved it, and then
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forgot completely what it was or why he had wanted it.
As a result, WACHI's projects were often very numerous,
but few of then ever were followed through to a logi-
cal and successful conclusion. His thinking was rapid,
enthusiastic, and large-scale, but he could never wait
for results and hardly recognized common ordinary intel-
ligence information as a worthwhile result. According
to Source, big things had to happen, and quickly to

" suit WACHI. The few successes achieved on a working level
by the HAH Hikan were pri=marily due to subordinates and
1u spite of WACHI, Nevertheless, WACHBI was highly thought
of by Imperial General Headquarters. Source further 1indi-
cated that WACHI operated ‘far and wide with very little
assigtance, but if he had achieved any successes, all of
Shanghai and Nanking would have heard about it from him,
so it is very doubtful if he did get very far in his
political objectives.

Comment: The source of the above mentioned report
mignt possxSly have been migtaken and have underrated the
connection between WACHI and the Ewangsi Clique person-
alities, however it threw an interesting light on the
intentions of the¢ JONAN Group which was a rather exten-
slve group of former Japanese Intelligence Service officers,
militarista, aud conservative political leaders, whose
aims were to form '"a syndicate with far reaching influ-
ence and well-laid plans for reassertion of Japanese miliji-
tarist-nationalism in every phase of the nation's life.’
WACHI was a secret member of the JONAN Group which had
plans of working closely with the Chinese Third Force.

9. Information contained in a report dated 28 August 1351,
received from a usually reliable source, indicated that Lieutenant
General WACHI Takaji and other former members of the secret sec-

tions of the JONAN-Genyosha Group were being asked by one SATOMI
Hagime to discontinue contacts with the JONAN office even by phone
uatil the future status of the organization could be either deter-
mined or terminated. SATOMI became upset in early June 1951 at
the failure of the JONAN Company to provide adequate funds and
with PURUYA Tatsuo's (who was president of the JONAN Company)
personal ambitions that he threatened to abandon the enterprise
completely and engage in his: ‘own clandestine organizations and

-operations exclusively.
!

! 10. Ipformation contained in a report dated 16 November 1951,
received from a fairly reliable source, indicated that former
L.ieutenant General WACHI Takaji (0730/4249/7751/0059) wag a :
Japanese adviser of the Sino-Japanese Cultural and Economic Asso-
ciation which was organized- in RAong Kong and supported by the
“morican Consulate there. TR ot
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| 11. According to a report dated 30 April 1946, received
from a predecessor organjszation which evaluated the source as
fairly reliabile and the content evaluation as “possibly true”,
one WACHI Takaji, a staff officer of the Tientsin Garrison
Headquarters travelled with one Colonel SHIGEWAKA to Peking on
9{ July 1937 ,to effect an armistice with the Chinese. He re-
turned to Tientsin two days later when no accord had been
reached with the Chinese.

|

| 12. According to an article which appeared in 9 October
1953, edition of the Japanese newspaper YOMIURI SHIMBUN, former
Lieutenant General WACHI (fnu), who is probably identiliable
with the subject of the request, belonged to an organigation
called the Special Intelligence Group. This group operated:
within the Japanese General Staff Headquarters as the Special
Intelligence Section and was formerly divided into various squads
known respectively as the Soviet, American, British, German and
french squads. They specialized in monitoring wireless trans-
missions and deciphering coded messages intercepted from their
respective spheres. This group comprised an organization that
was associated with the special military organs, and WACHI's
vroun was known as the RAN Kikan. The article indicated that
the members. of this group had origins and functions which re-
mained undisclosed, in brietf, they remained in the backgronnd

| 13. Information contained in a report dated 13 Pebruary
1?51, received from a usually reliable source, indicated that
one Lieutenant General WAJI (or WACHF) (fnu), who is probably
1dentifiable with the subject of the request, wes reputed to be
a top-notch intelligence officer with considerable experience
and training and was a former c¢lose associate of both SATOMI
uajime and former Kwantung Army G-2 Lieutenant General YANAGIDA,
He entered the Jonan Peace and Independence Committee group at
the request of SATOMI, and worked closely with one SAKURABA
Shiro who was listed overtly as the Managing Director of the
JONAN Company and KAWAMOTO Yoshishiro who was connected with the
secret section of the JONAN Company. WACRI was interested
chiefly in the recruitment of former Harbin Intelligence School
graduutes to use them as a nucleus for a future Japan Intelli-
gence Service. Most of WACHI's experience was overseas, and he
had a low opinion of the NAKANO School in comparison to the
Harbin School. Source furtber reported on 11 April 1951, that
Lieutenant General WACHI was a senior advisor in the Japanese
Army Intelligence Revival Section of the JONAN Group.

Comment: There was a listing 1n the Army Officers
Roster, 1943 for WACHI Takaji, Major General (date of
rank, March 1940), Infantry. Eis assigoment as of Febru-
ary 1942 was Chief of Staff, 14th Army. At this post,
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one Lieutenant General UTSUNOMIYA (frnu), who was (in
1351) an employee of the Geographical and Ristorical
Section, G~2, GHQ, was one of his staff officers.
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14. According to a2 report dated 29 March 1951, received
from the same usually reliable source as in paragraph 13- above,
Lieutenant General WACHI (fnu), a member of the Jonan group,
and several other former Japanese Army and Navy leaders and other
indivlduals connected with the National Rural Police Director-
General attended a secret conference held at "OMORI TRI" (OMORI'
Chop House) Omori on 27 February 1851. Source stated that ths
‘details of this meeting were not known, but it was described as
"top secret". The same type of meeting was to be held once a
month from that time on.

RN .

| 15. According to a report dated 4 June 1946, received from
a' predecessor organization, Lieutenant General WACHI (fau), was
a,prominent radical who held an intelligence post in the China
Expeditionary Forces (CEF). WACBI served as right-~hand man to
one General MAZAKI and in 1933, when WACHI held the rank of

'Colonel he became Chief of the Dai Ni Ka and had as his assis-
tant one Colonael TSI, In 1938 WACHI K after promotion S ¥5jor
General, and TSUJI were removed to the front at Hankow. At the
end of the war WACHI was Assistant Chief of Staff of Nambosogun
(Southerr Forces). The policy which WACHI and TSUJI endeavored
to enforce was complete military domination of China and the
divtding of China into two states, the North China Provisional
Government and the Taido Puppet nbzime. They strongly opposed
the formation of the Wong Ching Wel Puppet Government. As a re-
sult of the insubordinate activity by these individuals, TOJO
_sent one HARUKE, (fnu) and one SAKATA (fou) in 1939 as Bupervisora R
to the leadgquarters, CEF, but they were gradually influenced by
the radicals and became involved in exploitation and fortune
seeking rackets. However, by 1943 TOJO had managed to eliminate
mwost of the radical staff officers from CEF Readquarters, usually
by sending them off to the front.

[ 16. Por additional information concerning WACHI Takaji, you
are referred to the Department of the Army, Headquarters, Pourth
Dgstrict, 4418t Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment.

| i .

i 17. You are also referred to CS8-26885, dated 30 November
1993 subject: Restoration Movement Council ‘in Kanto District;
and cs-43517 dated J0 July 1954 subject: Relatlonship between
LI Tsun g;jen and HJ I-chih. .

’ (:o - “_____,J has no record of a cur-
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